APH Materials Re-Visited:  Visual Development in Young Children
TAER 2011
Jim Durkel, Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired Outreach Program
jimdurkel@tsbvi.edu

Issues in Visual Development for Young Children abstracted from:  Ferrell, KA (2010) “Visual Development” in Corn, AL & Erin, JN (eds.) Foundations of Low Vision: Clinical and Functional Perspectives, Second Edition   New York: AFB
Basic Visual Skills (typical developmental order)
1. Visual Attending
2. Fixation
3. Convergence
4. Visual Localization
5. Scanning
6. Shifting gaze
7. Tracking
Progressions of Visual Development
1. Awareness to Attention to Understanding
2. Lights to People to Objects
3. Fixating to Tracking to Visual pursuit
4. Near to Far
5. Peripheral to Central
6. Familiar to Novel
7. Large to Small
8. High contrast to Low contrast
9. Parts to Wholes
10. Black and white to Colors
11. Simple to Complex
12. External (edges) to Internal (center)
Implications from Visual Development Research
1.  Visual responses depend on the distance at which stimuli are presented
2. Visual responses depend on the choice of materials
3. Visual development is a continual process that proceeds from the retinal level to the visual cortex.
4. Visual attention is determined by the physical characteristics of the person or object being viewed and the child’s current cognitive development.  A child’s daily routines should emphasize visual stimuli that elicit attention.
5. Because the retinal periphery develops first, stimuli are best presented at the periphery and then moved into central vision.
6. Familiar and even favorite toys can look different when they are not held in the child’s hand, and the child may not recognize them when they are across the room or on a shelf.
7. Stimuli that are too different may require too much processing for the child to attend to them, and those that are too familiar may be perceived by the child as boring.
APH Products to Consider
1. Let's See: Vision Development Activities: Sensory Activities Kit
2. Let's See: Vision Development Activities: Perceptual Activities Kit
3. Light Box Catalog Number: 1-08660-00
4. Light Box Materials: Level I Catalog Number: 1-08670-00
5. Light Box Materials: Level II Catalog Number: 1-08680-00
6. ToAD Kit: Tools for Assessment and Development of Visual Skills Catalog Number: 1-08152-00
7. Variable Beam Flashlight Kit Catalog Number: 1-08390-02
8. ISAVE Complete Kit: Individualized Systematic Assessment of Visual Efficiency Catalog Number: 7-96160-00
9. Developmental Guidelines for Infants with Visual Impairments, 2nd Edition: Kit, Print with CD-ROM Catalog Number: 8-50701-00
10. Especially consider downloadable manuals at http://www.aph.org/manuals/index.html:
a. Let’s See Sensory http://www.aph.org/manuals/7-08141-00.pdf
b. Let’s See Perceptual  http://www.aph.org/manuals/7-08151-00.pdf
c. Light Box Materials Level 1 http://www.aph.org/manuals/7-08670-00.pdf
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